portant part of the Spanish army and whose military tal-
ents were appraised even more highly than they deserved
in contrast with the incompetent dishonesty of most Span-
ish generals. But they were so niggardly with the elder
brother that by March, 1657, Nicholas was writing:

" I have not known the K. in greater want then he is,
not having had wherewith to pay his domestic servants
these 18 months."

This worried Charles much less than the realization that
the Spanish alliance was going to do him no good, and he
returned to his pleasures with so much gusto that young
King Louis of France loftily remarked from the security of
his throne and the wisdom of his twenty years that if he
were in his English cousin's place, he would not pursue
amusement so assiduously but would w rather seek with
tears to appease the wrath of God/* That was not Charles*
way, and he continued to follow his own light inclinations
while waiting for something to turn up, regardless of the
many who tried to tell him how an exiled monarch should
behave. However, he showed he did not mind such advice,
for the man who gave it most was Hyde, and Charles now
conferred upon him an empty but honourable promotion
to the Lord Chancellorship. Hyde's duties remained un-
changed. He continued to disapprove, and his sovereign
continued to seek pleasure where he could find it.

Then once again the croakings and the pleasures were
forgotten in the eager anticipations which followed the
news of CromwelPs death. Surely this was a sign! Royalist
correspondence took a lively spurt. Letters in cipher, the
code of which was as well known to enemies as friends,
letters not quite concealing their meaning in ambiguoife
phrases about mercantile or banking or matrimonial trans-
actions, letters without any effort at secrecy passed to and
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